Grab the popcorn, get set for sermon

Velocity Church offers video preaching and music at movie house
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Pick up popcorn and a soda at the concession, settle back in a comfy seat and look up at the big screen. What's coming up is not the latest release from Hollywood, it's a video sermon.
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Welcome to Velocity Church. No ticket needed and there's even a choice of music: rock'n' roll or pop country.

Velocity is the area's newest congregation, and it meets at the Short Pump Regal Cinemas, 11650 W. Broad St. The nondenominational church will hold its first worship services tomorrow at 8:30 and 10 a.m.

"It's a fun church done just outside the box," said Tim Cole, Velocity's lead minister.

When worshipers arrive in the theater lobby, they can drop off their children and choose a venue. The rock'n' roll and pop-country music services run simultaneously, Cole said. The church will use six of the movie house's 14 theaters, two for worship and four for nursery and Sunday-school classes.

"We hope to have three or four options. A more traditional service maybe. We would be open to jazz gospel. Just anything we are able to staff and support that will allow us to attract the most people the most effectively," he said.

Cole and his staff of four want to reach people who don't go to church and those who have not been to church in a long time.

He believes Velocity will be only the second church in America to use video-teaching instead of a live sermon. The approximately 25-minute sermons will come from Community Christian Church in Chicago. "We are able to select great preaching from great preachers. We can control the quality of the sermons by only showing the good ones," Cole said.

"And rather than spending 20 or more hours every week in sermon preparation, I can focus more on what our church is doing in the community and ministries," Cole said. "I will MC the services."

Each service will have the same sermon. Only the music will be different. The two church bodies will be connected through what Cole calls gel groups. These are small groups that will meet during the week in homes so worshipers can make spiritual friendships to share their faith journey. "We feel faith is not meant to be done alone," he said.

Every Sunday morning, Velocity's staff will back up a trailer to the theater and unload its sound system, lights and media equipment and turn the theater into a church. They will need to vacate the theater before the flicks take over the big screens around noon.

Glen Allen resident Pam Dumke is on the launch team for the new church. "Velocity is totally different from anything anybody has seen here," she said. "I see so many people who aren't affiliated with a church and they don't have that bond with a church family that is so important for my husband and I."

Velocity is the 13th house of worship started in the state by Virginia Vision since 1990. The Virginia group was created by the Fellowship of Independent Christian Churches to start churches around the state. Virginia Vision also is starting a church in the Stonehouse area of Williamsburg this year.

Velocity means speed with direction, said Cole, who also is Virginia Vision's director.

"We believe everybody is on a spiritual journey. We hope to help people accelerate their journey toward God."


Contact staff writer Alberta Lindsey at alindsey@timesdispatch.com or (804) 649-6754.
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